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The Legacy The humble beginnings of Habitat for Humanity can be traced back

to Koinonia Farm, a Christian community located near Americus, Georgia, where
Habitat founder and self-made millionaire Millard Fuller and his wife Linda found themselves
looking for a deeper purpose in life. The Koinonia Farm has deep ties to earlier efforts to
promote decent housing for all as an essential human justice concern.
Built on the foundation of partnership housing, the concept was simple: to build decent,
affordable houses. The caveat: to work with partners to help bridge the affordability gap,
building homes at no profit. From a small town in Georgia, a vision of a world where everyone has a decent, safe and affordable place to call home has grown to impact millions of
families across the globe.   

Today, Habitat for Humanity’s impact can be seen in all 50 states and more than 70 countries. Habitat for
Humanity serves 125,000 individuals each year helping more than 4.2 million people annually build strength, stability and
self-reliance through shelter.  
The times have changed and the build site locations have grown in number, but the very real impact of owning a home
without the burden of meeting basic needs including nutrition, education, transportation, child care, and health care remains evident.
The same is true in our own backyard. A merger of four separate affiliates that came together over the past decade has
grown into one of the strongest urban and suburban affiliates in the Habitat for Humanity network. Habitat for Humanity
of the Chesapeake, Habitat for Humanity Sandtown, Arundel Habitat for Humanity, and Habitat for Humanity of Howard
County united to be an even stronger entity capable of serving an entire region.
As Habitat for Humanity of the Chesapeake celebrates its 40th anniversary and advancement into its fifth decade of
service, our impact is not only be seen throughout 19 neighborhoods across Baltimore City, Baltimore, Anne Arundel, and
Howard Counties but witnessed in the lives of over 2,500 family members.  

www.habitatchesapeake.org
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The organizational legacy of which you are
a key part includes construction of over 783
homes, improvement of 20 neighborhoods,
basis and in-depth training of thousands of first-time homebuyers, and engagement
of tens of thousands of volunteers. It is an activity that takes time, talent, and money
due to a large and growing affordability gap in housing that precludes individuals and
families that need it most.
For me, the real challenge of our work is offset by its impact. Our efforts in total —
to underwrite mortgage interest in exchange for sweat equity, to control costs with
volunteers and in-kind gifts and to secure gifts and grants for construction costs – give
us the ability to cap the cost of homeownership at 30% of household income. This, in
turn, provides families with resources for better food, health care, after-school programs
and more.
There is something else that delights me. For every home that Habitat completes, I see
a handful more being redeveloped by small developers in what one can describe as
ripples of revitalization.
All of it makes me want to do more.
We now have a robust agenda of construction underway, a record number of qualified
and motivated applicants, a strong new class of trainees and an increasingly capable
organization ready for greater service in a time of need.
None of this would be possible without you: our donors who care deeply and respond
generously with funds to close the Affordability Gap. As we celebrate our legacy and
prepare our future, I want to extend my deepest thanks to you and everyone who helps
to bring the dream of homeownership and community revitalization to life.

Mike Posko
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Chief Financial Officer
Gregg Mitchell
Chief Advancement Officer
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Introducing a new way to interact with us!
Throughout this newsletter you will spot a few QR Codes! When scanned
with your smart phone you will be routed to interactive videos, photos,
donation pages and more, taking your Hearts and Homes Newsletter
experience to another level. Here’s how!
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Open your camera on your smartphone
Point your device at the code
Wait for camera to recognize and scan QR code
Click banner or notification when it appears
Linked content will automatically load
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THE LEGACY OF HOME
Jane’s Mortgage Payoff Story

When Jane bought her Habitat home in Sandtown,
she couldn’t have known that she was buying so
much more than just a house. Her home on Leslie
Street would eventually become a legacy to be handed down
to her children. Last summer, she paid off her mortgage.
“I think homeownership is important because there is a great
sense of accomplishment,” said Jane. “Being a homeowner
wasn’t just about me – it was about my family, my community,
it was being part of a bigger picture, and I think everybody
should have the opportunity to be able to call something their
own.”
Habitat Chesapeake completed more than 300 homes
in the Sandtown-Winchester area of Baltimore, including
several that were built in partnership with the Jimmy &
Rosalynn Carter Work Project. Like Jane, all Habitat
Chesapeake homeowners buy these homes with an
affordable monthly mortgage, investing at least 250 “sweat
equity” hours in service and partnering in Homebuyer
Education courses.  
“I always knew [that] one day, I wanted to become a
homeowner – I never necessarily thought about it being
in Sandtown, in the community I was born and raised in, but
certainly it was a blessing,” said Jane.  

Jane

“My hope for Habitat for the
future is that they can continue
to be around. It is so rewarding
being amongst a community of
people with the same desires.”

- Jane, Habitat homeowner & mortgage payoff

As a co-director at Sandtown’s New Song Community
Learning Center, Jane’s home on Leslie Street was a short
walk away. Her four children were able to graduate from New
Song Academy and go on to college, get jobs, or build their
own businesses.  
“It was a wonderful experience,” she said, recalling her
home’s dedication day and her children cutting the ribbon
to their new home. “It was a great sense of joy just to see
everybody on the block, because all of our homes got
dedicated at the same time. It just reminded me that it wasn’t
just about me at that moment – it was the beginning of
something great for the entire block.”
Today, Jane is an office manager at a mental health services
institute. She fondly remembers raising her children under
one roof, where several of her grandchildren are now being
raised. With her home paid off, she knows that she always
has a place to bring her family together.
“I think everybody should have this opportunity, because you
can continue to pass it down to your family so that they too
can have that great start, and then one day own their own
homes.”
Learn more about Jane’s experience as a Habitat
homeowner at habitatchesapeake.org/40th-anniversary.

Watch Jane tell
her story!

Images - from top to bottom: Jane’s daughter and her nephews pose in
their school uniforms outside their Habitat home; Jane’s son holds up the
scissors for cutting the ribbon for their new home on dedication day.
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of people we bring together and our ability to stabilize neighborhoods – a purpose-driven mission from the very beginning.  

Where We Are  

“What I find most amazing is Habitat Chesapeake’s ability to
evolve over time. What started off as an organization solely focused on homeownership, one house at a time, has grown into
an organization concerned not only about building houses but
building communities,” says former Board Chair Mike Brennan.
In its 40 years of service, Habitat Chesapeake has looked
beyond providing stable housing opportunities for families and
identified other components that are needed to improve the
lives of our homebuyers and the surrounding community like
education and stable employment.  
Programs like HabiCorps, now in its fifth year, which has served
over fifty individuals facing employment barriers by using Habitat homes and neighborhoods as classrooms to build carpentry
and landscape experience.

Linda and Millard

“Before HabiCorps, I was lost and needed direction. I had no skills.
No hope. At Habitat, I not only learned a skill, how to fix a house
from top to bottom, but I also learned how to work with a team and
that no matter how hopeless things may feel or how big a job may
seem, there is a way forward. In a way, this program saved my
life,” shared James, a 2021 HabiCorps graduate.
Hands-on experiences like James’ have led to apprenticeships,
full-time work in the construction industry (sometimes making
$20+ an hour), entrepreneurial opportunities, and even
homeownership!
Additionally, Habitat’s Homeownership Program is stronger than
ever with a record amount of partner families now on the path
to become first-time homebuyers. We have welcomed twenty
deserving families in the program, all powering through their
“sweat equity” hours and homeowner education classes that
cover everything from budgeting to basic home improvement.

James

Even better is that we recently celebrated our 230th mortgage
payoff (See Jane’s story on page 3). “My home is paid off and I
feel like it’s one of my biggest accomplishments,” shares Jane
about her home on Leslie Street in Sandtown-Winchester.
“There is nothing like having your own. Being a homeowner
wasn’t just about me. It was about my family. It was about my
community. I think everybody should have the opportunity to
have something to call their own. Something they can be in
and know that it’s going to be there forever and can continue to

Michael
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“My hope is that Habitat will continue to evolve,
see where opportunities and needs are, within the
community that we are already serving, and try to fill
those needs in a measured way where we’re really
filling voids and taking advantage of opportunities to
help other people.”
- J. Michael Brennan, former HFHC Board Member
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pass it down to your family so that they too, can have that great
start and one day own their own homes.”  
These accomplishments are a true testament to the foundation in which Habitat was built. One that fosters growth among
those that we serve, from education to employment and from
homeownership to mortgage payoff.   

Hopes for Habitat

Habitat’s work is one of the most tangible demonstrations of
hope. It can be seen in the building up of formerly unemployed
individuals who not only gain a skill but a new outlook on life,
or in a community of homeowners where owning a home is not
just about community but leaving a legacy. Its impact can be
measured in numbers but in many other ways, and as much as
this is a time for celebration, one thing is certain: it is not a time
for rest.  
From volunteers, to community leaders, to faith partners,
homeowners, and even youth, there are insurmountable hopes
for Habitat.  
“My hope for Habitat in the next decade is that they can
continue to be around,” shares Jane. “To live on the same
block for over twenty years with the same people, sharing the
same dreams and goals for your families, is an amazing feeling
and we wouldn’t have had that without Habitat.”  
“My hope for Habitat is that it will continue to evolve, see where
opportunities and needs are within the communities they serve
and work to fill those needs in a measured way and take advantage of opportunities to help others,” shares Brennan.
In the coming three- to four-years, Habitat Chesapeake will
rehabilitate or build 65 more homes in Orchard Ridge, Milton-Montford, Belair-Edison, Sandtown and Woodbourne
McCabe. We are working collaboratively in Howard County. In
addition to a project in Severn, we are working with inclusionary developers in Anne Arundel County. We look for ways to
help in Baltimore County.
These neighborhoods and our projects will
also remain an active classroom for Habitat
Chesapeake’s workforce development program, HabiCorps, building upon the vision and
making the program a model workforce development initiative for Habitat affiliates across
the country.  
Beyond the tangible work, we are focused
on closing the affordability gap between the
costs of construction and what is affordable
for low- to moderate-income homeowners in
our region. Finally, we look to strengthen the
capacity of the Habitat Chesapeake affiliate
by investing in homebuyer education and
enhancing support systems for soon-to-be
homeowners, which is essential to our work
from recruitment to settlement.
Introducing our 40th
Anniversary story
series - Watch our
video here!

Images - Community members and volunteers gather for one of the first
groundbreaking ceremonies in Anne Arundel County; Arundel Habitat for
Humanity volunteers together raise framing of home.; Sandtown Habitat founders
Allan Tibbels and Mark Gornick together at a Sandtown Habitat “Building on
Hope” event. The floor plans for a Habitat home built in Anne Arundel County.

BUILDING FIREPROOF FOUNDATIONS
WITH HABICORPS
As Habitat Chesapeake celebrates its 40th year
of service, HabiCorps is also celebrating a
milestone anniversary. The HabiCorps workforce
development program, which offers training in the trades
and construction to individuals experiencing barriers to
employment in the Baltimore region, is now starting its fifth
year. As a new cohort begins training, we can look back at
some of our very first graduates, like Edwin.
“I always just wanted to get back into construction. I knew
Habitat for Humanity and their scope, and it just inspired
me even more. They brought a lot to the table [because]
I’m trying to put a smile on somebody else’s face through
the construction line of work,” says Edwin.
A Southern Maryland native, Edwin came to
Baltimore with his wife and began seeking a new career
path. “Before, I spent a lot of years unsure of a stable
trade. I moved around a lot. I jumped from different
employment to different employment, never really
settling,” he said. He was referred to HabiCorps from
Living Classrooms and found himself right at home. “It’s
just like family, it’s a family-oriented program. They
embrace you, like they’ve always known you.”  
Edwin graduated from the very first HabiCorps class
in 2017 and began working for Ariosa & Company.
Since graduation, he has also completed a 4-year
apprenticeship program where he learned a multitude
of skills in HVAC, plumbing, and electric, and became
certified to install gas systems as well.  
“I found this trade here to be my passion. I don’t know
how or why it took so long, but here I am. I’m home right
now, versus jumping in and out of different trades.”

in Baltimore city burned down. “We lost everything,” he
says, reflecting back on that time.
Edwin’s determination didn’t waver; with support from his
working family at Ariosa, Edwin is only looking forward to
the future and his next steps. He recently earned his CDL
permit, and hopes to earn his full license to begin driving
trucks for Ariosa as well. He also wants to give back, and
hopes he can work to ensure that the next generation of
HabiCorps graduates has the tools and equipment they
need to continue honing their craft.
“Everything happens for a reason,” he says. “I’m grateful
for much; especially for Habitat for Humanity and their
openness, honesty, patience, and love.”  
Habitat Chesapeake is grateful to be working with such
an incredible community, year after year, and we look
forward to expanding our family in the years to come. To
learn more about HabiCorps, visit habitatchesapeake.org/
habicorps.  

“It just inspires me even more.
[I hope] to put a smile on somebody
else’s face through
the construction
line of work.”
- Edwin,
HabiCorps graduate

This foundation of support would be critical when tragedy
struck: several years ago, Edwin and his wife’s home
(From left to right) Edwin puts his construction skills to work during the 2017 HabiCorps kickoff event; Edwin with his wife; Edwin poses with the
very first cohort of HabiCorps Trainees 2017.

6

7

FRAMING AFFORDABILITY
A Conversation with CDN

At Habitat, we know that affordable housing is a necessity
for people all across Maryland from all walks of life.
Advocacy groups like the Community Development Network
(CDN) of Maryland help bring affordable housing to the forefront of
policy initiatives. Claudia Wilson Randall, Executive Director of CDN,
sat down with Habitat Chesapeake to discuss the critical role that
housing plays in community advocacy.  
“Housing is at the centerpiece of community development,
[including] housing with its intersections to health, transportation, and
overall planning,” she said.  
Habitat Chesapeake works with partners like CDN to address
these particular needs, starting with offering first-time home-buying
opportunities for households at 30 to 80% of local area median
income. Habitat homebuyers also participate in education courses
and training to prepare them for the complexities of homeownership.  
“I’m always excited to work with Habitat because I think that power and
that network that they bring is really important part of this, and does also
serve to break down some of the barriers that are in this work.”
According to Randall, one of the largest challenges in the affordable
housing industry is an “obstacle of understanding,” as she puts it.
Community members who benefit from affordable housing are all
around us but their needs are not always recognized. As the cost
of housing increases, many individuals and families find it harder to
afford their own homes.  
With partners like CDN, Habitat Chesapeake works to address these
needs. A popular misconception is that Habitat gives away homes
– when in reality, homebuyers partner with Habitat to buy their own
homes through an affordable mortgage and investing “sweat equity”
hours to build homes throughout their communities.  
Over time, that change can make a visible difference. “It doesn’t look
the way it did 10 years ago. That community transformation is really
exciting,” says Randall, who also noted the growth of new leadership
looking to the future.

“I hope for another 40 years.
I hope that people see value
in this in a bigger way, like
an increased investment.”
- Claudia Wilson Randall, Executive
Director at the Community Development
Network of Maryland

“I also see change, I see a generational change right now also taking
place in the community development sector; I see more people of
color, I see more younger people being involved in organizations and
taking leadership roles. I’m excited about that evolution.”  
As Habitat launches a new decade of service, partners like CDN
help keep affordable homeownership at the forefront of local policy initiatives. “Habitat
is just the such a strong partner in the affordable housing work and the work that the
Community Development Network does,” said Randall. “They have this beautiful
testament to the power of owning a home for the first time.”

Watch our
conversation with
Claudia here!

Images – Tarron, a Habitat homebuyer, plays at a nearby park with
daughter in the Patterson Park neighborhood;
Volunteers worked with Habitat families to build a playground in the
freshly-transformed Alhambra Park in Woodbourne-McCabe.

CHESAPEAKE RESTORE- RESTORING
MARYLAND ONE HOUSE AT A TIME
Over the past two decades, Habitat for Humanity
of the Chesapeake ReStore has been a catalyst in
supporting Central Maryland in a variety of ways
– from inspiring the dreams of first-time homebuyers, to
building a more sustainable Chesapeake.

Well before the Habitat for Humanity ReStores expanded
across the country, the idea of a home improvement store
and donation center began in 1991, with the very first store
constructed in Winnepeg, Canada. The United States
quickly followed suit in 1992.
In the early 2000’s, the Arundel Habitat affiliate built the
first ReStore in this region, “Renovation Station”. Like other
ReStores across the country, it was established to help
reduce the cost of home construction while diverting millions
of pounds of waste from landfills.
When the Arundel and Sandtown affiliates merged in 2006,
Habitat for Humanity of the Chesapeake was born, and
the Chesapeake ReStore was established. Today, 100% of
the store profits go toward building decent and affordable
homes for families throughout Central Maryland.
“It has truly created a cycle of support and positive change
throughout Central Maryland,” says Owen Rouse, Habitat
Chesapeake Board Member and contributor of the original
Chesapeake ReStore business plan and concept.
A cycle of support is right! Habitat Chesapeake relies on our
supporters to continue the ReStore’s mission. If you would
like to support us as a shopper, donor, or volunteer, please
visit www.chesapeakerestore.org. Help us continue the
cycle of building homes, communities and hope for another
40+ years around Central Maryland!

An article in the Maryland Gazette from June 2004 highlights the
opening of the first Habitat Chesapeake ReStore, then called the
“Renovation Station” of Anne Arundel Habitat.

INTRODUCING HABITAT CHESAPEAKE’S FREEWILL PROGRAM!
Join the many people who have
included Habitat Chesapeake in
their legal will:You can help our
mission without paying a cent
today using our free will-writing
tool! It’s an easy way to protect the
people and causes you care about
the most, and help build affordable
homes. You can also use this tool
to help get your affairs in order
before speaking with an attorney.
Did we mention that it’s FREE!

3 STEPS TO GET STARTED
STEP

1

Visit

https://www.freewill.com
/habitatchesapeake

STEP

2

Click the
Get Started Now
Button

Habitat for Humanity of the Chesapeake
3741 Commerce Drive, Suite 309, Baltimore, MD 21227
410-366-1250 www.habitatchesapeake.org

STEP

3

Create your legacy
in 20 minutes and
ensure peace of mind
and security for you
and your loved ones.

